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1,000,000?. since 1875-76, and that a large part
of this increase was in the expenditure recorded in
the home accounts." But serious as seemed to be
the danger, at the time when these words were
spoken, that India was gradually having thrown
upon her a military expenditure which with her
stationary revenue she would be absolutely powerless
to bear, yet how indefinitely has this danger been
increased by the events of the last few months.
I shall carefully abstain from saying a single word
on the Afghan war which is not most strictly relevant
to the subject now under discussion. It is, however,
of the utmost importance to the future of India that
the consequences involved in carrying out what is
known as a " forward" frontier policy should be
considered in their financial as well as in their
military aspects. It would not be more unreason-
able to decide what is the best house for a particular
individual to live in, without having any regard to
his income, than it is, on a mere consideration of
military tactics, to determine to advance the frontier
of India, without first ascertaining the expenditure
which such an advance would necessitate. It is
particularly worthy of remark that those who have
been foremost in advocating a " forward" frontier
policy in India have apparently ignored any con-
' sideration of its cost. The long and able statements